Early Events in Lymphoid Neoplasms and Indolent Follicular Lymphomas.
Technical advances in diagnostic modalities have led to the characterization of indolent lymphoid disorders similar to the in situ lesions described in epithelial malignancies. These early and indolent lymphoid lesions share clinicopathologic characteristics with well-characterized lymphoid malignancies such as chronic lymphocytic leukemia and follicular lymphoma. The in situ lesions have an indolent clinical course with only a minor subset shown to progress to frank malignancies. In addition to the in situ lesions, new indolent lymphoproliferative disorders have been recently characterized. Diagnosis and characterization of these indolent lesions is necessary to prevent overtreatment with aggressive therapeutic regimens.